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DO | WORRY?

he title of tonight’s class is “DO I

WORRY?” We start in Genesis 15 with
the worrying saint. The first three words of
Genesis 15 say, “after these things.” “After
these things” means Abram has had four pre-
vious, victories. In chapter 14 we saw the vic-
tory he had over his mental attitude. How
that Abram, when he heard that his nephew
Lot was in the catastrophe, why he wasn't
full of “I told you so’s” and “Lot’s getting
what he deserves,” and all the rest of it.

Abram understood some of the princi-
ples found in the Word of God and he acted
upon them and he applied them. First of all,
he understood the principle, even though
Lot had done something wrong and was in a
catastrophe, a hopeless situation, he under-
stood the principle that you can never ever
build your happiness on someone else’s UN-
HAPPINESS. Never. Lot was in the status
quo of misery. He was a prisoner of Chedor-
laomer and he was in a hopeless situation.
However that was no cause for rejoicing on
the part of Abram, even though Abram had
been hurt by Lot. He didn’t say, “I told you
so.” He didn’t rejoice in the fact that his
nephew was in serious trouble. So he won
that great victory that very few people will
have, and that’s the victory of the mental at-
titude.

Then we also saw how he had a tremen-
dous military victory. Then he won a victory
over motivation. He refused to become an ex-
tremely wealthy person. He could have been
a millionaire many times over, yet he re-
fused to accept from the King of Sodom all
the wealth of the Jordan Valley. Then, fi-
nally, the last verse of chapter 14. We find
the greatest victory of all, the victory over
self-righteousness. He refused to impose
high standards of maturity on believers who
were new to the Christian way of life, as it
were.

Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre were new be-
lievers. They hadn’t had the opportunity to
understand the Word as Abram understood

it. They hadn’t had the opportunity of grow-
ing in GRACE. So he did not make an issue
out of things which they could not under-
stand, but that he could. So he won the great
victory that so very few Christians win to-
day and that’s the victory over self-righteous-
ness. Some believers can’t wait to turn re-
spectable so they can also turn self-right-
eous. They are those who are “Holier than
thou.”

It’s very interesting. Some of the worst
people that you will ever know, as far as just
living it up is concerned, as soon as they be-
come believers, as soon as they shed some of
their previous habits, suddenly they feel as if
they have arrived and they are filled with
tremendous self-righteousness which de-
stroys their testimony and their opportunity
for service.

Chapter 15:1, “After these things,” refers
to the fact that Abram has just won four
great victories. The principle behind this is,
now that Abram has been victorious four dif-
ferent times in chapter 14, Satan will have a
counter-attack in chapter 15. We are most
vulnerable to defeat after we have been vic-
torious in our Christian experiences. Many
times pride comes in and we begin to con-
gratulate ourselves as if we have arrived.
The result is that you become very vulner-
able. There are various subtle attacks, one of
which is pressure. What happens, is that we
react to that pressure simply by worrying.

What isn’t said, but what is implied
throughout the entire chapter is that Abram
got involved in worrying. So, these first
three words, “after these things,” mean after
Abram had great victories Abram began to
worry. So, chapter 15 is a very practical chap-
ter. It’s a very wonderful chapter because it
tells us something of the problems of worry-
ing and how to handle it.

If you have never worried, I don’t know
how you're going to get much out of this
passage. If you have gone through life in
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some form of limbo or sort of Ivory Tower,
and your character has always been charac-
terized by placidness and you have never
had anything to worry about as long as you
have lived, this won’t be practical to you at
all. In fact, you won’t know why all this big
fuss about worry. But, it’s here and it set
Abram back and he failed.

Here is Abram, one minute he’s a great
believer, chapter 14. And the next minute
he’s a complete and total failure. All of his
failures can be attributed to, in chapter 15,
the fact that he began to worry. His motto
was, “Why trust the Lord when you can just
worry.” So, he followed that procedure to a
disastrous conclusion in this particular chap-
ter. Ending where there was disaster, which
is always rectified by the Word of God.

We have three great problems in the life
of Abram. We first glance at what the prob-
lems are and then we'll get to them and see
what happens when he gets to them. These
are the things that caused Abram to worry:

1). This was causing Abram a great deal of
anxiety. It was the fact that Chedorlaomer
was still the most powerful king in the
middle east. Even though his army had
been destroyed by this attack at night by
Abram and his 318 men, most of the army
would recover somewhere on the other
side of the Euphrates River. There was
still a great army at home. Abram got to
thinking about it and he thought maybe
Chedorlaomer might just come back with
100,000 men and Abram still has 318 sol-
diers of his own household. So he started
to worry about the possibility of Chedor-
laomer taking vengeance. He became con-
cerned that somewhere along the line,
that this king would come back and cause
him a lot of trouble. So, that was one of
his first problems.

2). The second cause for anxiety. He had in-
sulted the King of Sodom by refusing to
make a deal with him. Remember the
deal that the King of Sodom proposed?
He said, “I'll take the people and go back
to the Jordan Valley and vou take the
wealth.” Abram refused and said he
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wouldn’t even touch a shoelace, after he
had some help from Melchizedek. Now
there’s some antagonism from the King of
Sodom. Abram lives near the Jordan Val-
ley. Now there’s the possibility that the
King of Sodom might seek to take venge-
ance on him. He’s worried about that also.

3). The third cause for worry. The fact that
Abram does not have a son. Even though
he’s been promised that he would have a
seed that would live forever, even though
he’s been promised that from his loins
would come several nations, yet at this
particular point he no longer believes
those promises and he’s worried about
that also.

This is more or less the outline of Abram’s
worry, when chapter 15 opens. Chedorlaomer,
King of Sodom, might retaliate and this fact
of not having a son. I'm sure that you do not
have the same basis for anxiety in your life.
You don’t even know who Chedorlaomer is.
You don’t have to worry about him and
could care less. You're not worried about the
King of Sodom either, because you “slapped
him in the face,” as it were. And you're prob-
ably not worried about not having a son
either. See, none of those things are perti-
nent to you at this time. But there’s a tremen-
dous analogy which follows out throughout
this passage. You do have something in your
life, that if you succumb to it, you'll start
worrying. Maybe you're worrying and you
cannot have this inner peace and inner hap-
piness and inner blessing.

And you cannot have the victory and
the wonderful things that God has provided
for you as long as you worry. Worry is more
of less a SYSTEM OF LEGALISM. Under the
concept of worrying you're trying to solve
your problems through your anxiety instead
of LETTING GOD SOLVE THEM. If you're
worried about your problems, or any prob-
lem in your life, then that worry is HUMAN
WORKS ATTEMPTING TO SOLVE YOUR
PROBLEM. You have to decide WHO IS GO-
ING TO SOLVE THE PROBLEMS IN YOUR
LIFE, YOU OR GOD.




It’s interesting. I just had a fellow, not
too long ago, pull up on the parking lot and
ask me if I was the pastor. I said, “Yes.” He
said, “Well, I've got a problem.” We just
went through this about two hours ago. He
came from Dallas. I asked him why he
stopped here. He said, “I don’t know. I just
drove here and pulled up on the parking
lot.” He’s got serious problems. He figured
he had committed the unpardonable sin and
there was no way back. I asked him to take
a deep breath, so he took a deep breath. I
said, “You're still alive so you're here and
you should go off and running.”

If God solves your problems then you
have no anxiety or worry. You have perfect
peace knowing the battle is the Lord’s. But if
you try to solve them, then you're going to
be in a state of constant anxiety. You're go-
ing to be upset, as Abram was between
these two chapters. So, with all of these prob-
lems it’s time for Abram to panic and that’s
exactly what he does. He falls apart.

When we open chapter 15 we are no
longer looking at the victorious believer of
the previous chapter. We are looking at a be-
liever who is out of fellowship through anxi-
ety and worry and he needs help. Even
though Abram has failed, God doesn’t fail
him. In his failure God is gracious to him.
Not while he’s in fellowship, but out of fel-
lowship. He’s out of it and you'll see it. Yet
God does not withhold His help from him.

Therefore, in the first seven verses of
chapter 15 we have the first of three cures
for worry. I don’t know how many books
have been written on “worry.” They have
psychiatrists, and sociologists and all kinds
of people making all kinds of money on
worry, psychosomatics and everything else.
But, here are Biblical answers, three Biblical
cures for worry. This chapter is beautiful
and practical. It should be in the book of
James because that’s where all of the practi-
cal stuff is.

The first of three cures to anxiety, and
the cure which is given in the first seven
verses, you'll never guess what it is. THE
WORD OF GOD. You thought I'd never say

it. The first cure for worry is THE WORD,
period. Now notice how this goes and you'll
see it. It says, “after these things,” and this
reminds us: 1— great victory followed by de-
feat. Abram began to worry. “After these
things,” the psychologist came to Abram
and said “Lay on the couch and tell me
about your childhood.” What do you read
there? “After these things the Word of the
Lord came to Abram in a vision, saying,
Fear ve not, Abram, I am thy shield and thy
exceeding great reward.”

There it is. You say, “Where?” There it
is. What's the principle? The Word of God
is the solution to THE ANXIETY AND
PROBLEM. God has provided His Word,
promises, techniques and categories
whereby we may avoid any type of anxiety
and worry in this life. So, when it says, “the
Word of God came unto Abram,” the princi-
ple is that this was the solution to the anxi-
ety which was to destroy his spiritual life
and to weaken him.

Before we go any further with this pas-
sage you have to ask yourself a very honest
question. “Do I worry?” Am I the type of
person that easily becomes upset? You may
not think that you worry, but if anything up-
sets you, then this is a pipeline to worry. If
you live in panic, if you're easily disturbed
and upset by circumstances in life, then you
do worry. As long as you do worry you are
off balance and out of fellowship and unsta-
ble. Therefore, you are not enjoying this
wonderful GRACE life which God has pro-
vided for each one of us. It’s a terrible thing
to go through life worrying, full of anxiety
and fear.

So, some of you may like, as a pass time,
gardening. So, there’s a nice shiny day and
you go out and putter, if that’s what you do,
in the garden, but you're worried and you
don’t enjoy it. You dig up the petunias.

Others like to putter around a golf
course. Well, if you're worried about some-
thing, you don’t enjoy it. You may have to
work and you go to work but you can’t en-
joy work if you're worried. You said, “enjoy
work?” Do you know as a believer in the
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Lord Jesus Christ you can enjoy work? But
you see, if you're worried, you can’t enjoy
your work. Whatever you do, no matter
how pleasant it may be on the surface, you
can’t enjoy anything while you're worrying.
I'll tell you something else that is very impor-
tant. neither can anyone else enjoy you
while you're worrying. You know when a
person worries they sort of give off an odor.
I don’t mean that really. But there’s a certain
stink that goes with them. We'll see it a little
later on coming up in the passage. Have any
of your friends avoided you lately? Well,
maybe you're a “worry wart.” If there’s any-
thing that is unpleasant, it’s to be around
someone who is constantly upset and worried.

After this situation here in chapter 14, to
have this great battle, possibly Aner, Eshcol
and Mamre just probably sat around with
Abram and talked about this great battle
where they ran Chedorlaomer out of town.
But Abram was so worried that they prob-
ably left him sitting there and they avoided
him. So, the only friend that Abram had left
was God Himself. And the beautiful thing
about it is God never changes towards us,
even when we’re worrying. Even though
we may change from one minute to the next.
See, in chapter 14 Abram was victorious.
And in chapter 15 Abram was a complete
failure. How are we going to get him out of
this? Here’s a start, “the Word of God came
unto Abram..

I gave you three worries of Abram. Two
of them are covered in this promise. It says,
“fear not.” That’s a command to stop worry-
ing. Every time you see that expression,
“fear not,”fear not," “fear not,” that's a com-
mand to stop worrying. “Fret not,” the
whole 37th chapter of Psalms, “fret not,” is
the same thing. Notice, “fear not,” stop wor-
rying, “Iam thy Shield.” Why shield? A
shield is a military devices. He’s worried
about this battle in which he was victorious,
and he’s afraid that maybe this guy’s going
to come back and counter-attack. God says,
“Stop worrying about that. I'm your Shield.
I've got your flank covered.” Abram’s wor-
ried about Chedorlaomer. He’s looking back.
Chedorlaomer can have an army of 100,000
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or a quarter of a million. It doesn’t make any
difference how large of an army he has or
how mad he gets, or how much he is moti-
vated by the desire to revenge. Those things
make absolutely no difference. Why? Be-
cause, “Abram, I am your Shield.” That’s
why. “The battle is the Lord’s.” You don't
have to worry or look over your shoulder.
You belong to the Lord, you're growing in
GRACE. You don’t have to worry about this
person or that person taking vengeance on
you because THE LORD IS YOUR SHIELD.
You just keep your “nose clean” and study
the Word, you make application, you grow
in GRACE and He'll protect you. That’s a
promise. That’s one of many.

At this point Abram has a decision to
make. He’s got Chedorlaomer over here and
He’s got the Lord over there and the Shield
in between. Abram can either worry about
Chedorlaomer coming back or he can be-
lieve the Word of God. It’s that simple. You
have a situation in your life, we all have situ-
ations in our lives, where we have to make a
decision. Are we going to worry about that
situation, or are we going to believe that the
Lord is our Shield and our Buckler. It comes
up all the time. There’s never a day that
passes that you don’t have to make that deci-
sion and make that choice. Many times we
make the wrong choice and we let that pres-
sure or that worry or that anxiety pull us
right down and neutralize us. It’s that simple.

Abram take the choice. You can believe
the Word of God, “Lam thy Shield,” and
you can relax. Or you can worry about
Chedorlaomer and fall completely apart. So,
keep on worrying about him, have a nerv-
ous breakdown and we’ll send you up to
Mt. Herman sanitarium. That’s indigenous
there in the ancient world.

Then the next phrase. He was worried
about vengeance from the King of Sodom.
Or about the King of Sodom maligning him
because he refused all of that wealth. Per-
haps he was beginning to feel sorry about
the fact that he refused all that wealth. And
began to think in terms of how fantastically
rich he would be if he would have accepted
all of that money. He would be a millionaire




many times over. Maybe he began to regret
a little bit and worry about that decision that
he wouldn’t take a shoe lace. So, now we
have another promise. What would be fit-
ting there? “I am thy exceeding great re-
ward.” Don’t worry about the money or the
details. Don’t think about it twice. I can take
care of you. All of the reward that Abram
will ever need will come from the God of
the Universe, whose wealth is inexhaustible.

So, he’ll never have to take anything
from anyone. God will provide. There’s a
Hebrew word for that, JEHOVAH JIREH,
which means “the Lord sees and the Lord
provides.” Now it’s a question of whether
Abram will believe this promise or not. God
will provide. Will he believe that or does he
worry about the King of Sodom and rethink-
ing the fact that maybe I should have taken
the money?

The more you worry, the further you go
from blessings from the Lord. In other
words, if you try to solve it yourself, as soon
as you put you in the picture, God cannot
work on your behalf. God will not come
where He’s not invited, as far as solving
your problems are concerned. Worry is sim-
ply a manifestation of the fact that you are
not going to let God solve your problems
and you’re going to work on them for your-
self. “I can do it myself.” The repercussions
are fantastic.

In verses 2 and 3 Abram is satisfied on
two points, but the third cause of worry is
still in mind and now we have his worried
response. Verse 2, “And said, Lord God
what will You give me?” See, he’s respond-
ing to “You are my Reward.” Are you going
to give me more money? I have lots of
money. I don’t need money actually. I want
a son. I want a son from my own loins.

This brings us back to Abram’s hopeless
situation again. His wife is barren. He has
no children, no progeny and so he com-
plains. Here’s a principle: Whenever you
find a person who worries, you find a per-
son who ALWAYS complains. They go to-
gether. He’s a real whiner. “Lord God, what

will vou give me, seeing I go childless, and

the steward of my house is this Eliezer of
Damascus?” Eliezer of Damascus is his fore-
man, the steward of his house, his heir at
this point. He doesn’t have any children of
his own. He and Lot have separated and now
his will has been made out to Eliezer of
Damascus, who is not related to him in any
way.

Verse 3, “And Abram said, Behold, to
me Thou hast given no seed: and lo, one
born in my house is mine heir.” Here is
something else that comes out of worrying.
Not only do you have COMPLAINING
when you worry, the next thing is “It’s all
your fault God.” “See, you haven’t given me
a son.” You haven't given me a son, in other
words, there’s really no one he can blame at
this moment so he tries to make a patsy out
of God. This is what worry does for you. In-
stead of depending upon the Lord to solve
the problems and to meet his needs, No, it’s
all God’s fault. You can see that at this point
he is pretty far gone. “Thou hast given me
no seed: and lo, one born in my house is
mine heir,” and that’s Eliezer of Damascus.

So, we have the Word of God coming
again the second time. I want to ask you a
question. At this particular point in Abram’s
life He is definitely out of it. Does he de-
serve a revelation from God? Absolutely not.
He’s out of it. So, we have the Word of God
coming again the second time. We have it in
verse 1 and now we have it in verse 4. 1
want to tell you something. God is very pa-
tient. God is very GRACIOUS. God is very
faithful. And now He gives Abram another
promise with regard to his third worry. He’s
answered all three worries. SHIELD, RE-
WARD, SON. Abram’s out of it all three
times and still he gets an answer.

Verse 4, “And behold the Word of the
Lord came unto him saying, This shall not
be thine heir,” this one, Eliezer of Damascus,
shall not be your heir. “This” in verse 4
modifies the word “this” in verse 2. So, at
the end of verse 2 this Eliezer of Damascus
is the one we're still talking about in verse 4.
“This one shall not be thine heir.” He won’t
be your heir. “But he that shall come forth
out of thine own bowels shall be thine heir.”
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“Bowels” here are your own being. Your
heir’s going to be your own flesh and blood
son. This is a promise. Abram is complain-
ing. Abram is blaming God. He’s in a hope-
less situation. No children. There’s no hu-
man possibility of children. The situation is
desperate. In a sense Abram has given up.
He's worried. He’s disturbed. He’s off bal-
ance. He’s in status quo anxiety. He can’t
even think straight. Now he’s been given
promises so he faces another issue.

Now what are you going to do Abram?
Are you going to believe the promises of
God? Are you going to believe the circum-
stances? Here’s your circumstance, barren-
ness, hopeless, or are you going to believe
the promises. If you trust in circumstances
then the only thing that you can do is worry.
If you trust in the promises of God then you
have to recognize that the battle is the
Lord’s. And you “Stand still and watch the
deliverance of the Lord.” And you “Cast all
your cares on Him because He keeps on car-
ing for you.” And you stop worrying about
anything, but in “everything by prayer and

supplication with thanksgiving vou let your
requests be made know unto God.” You rec-

ognize that “with God nothing shall be im-
possible.” And you fulfill Isaiah 41:10, “Eear
thou not for I am with thee: be not dismayed

for I am thy God. I will strengthen thee, yea,
I will help thee, vea, I will uphold thee with

the right hand of My righteousness.” So take
your choice Abram. What's it going to be? If
you're going to go any place in this Chris-
tian life, you can’t stay down here in worry
and misery.

Not only are you miserable by worrying,
but you make everyone else around you mis-
erable. So, take your choice. See, God is very
patient. He's tapping His foot, waiting for
Abram to trust Him so He can pour out on
him. He demonstrates His patience not only
by giving him two promises here, but He
goes another mile and He illustrates them,
too. So many people say “I can’t understand
the Word of God.” The Word of God is so
written and so declared that it is IMPOSSI-
BLE to miss it, IF you study it. He gives him
two promises and then He supports it with
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three illustrations. You know, how much fur-
ther can He go? Hey, dummy. Listen. Here it
is. Here are the promises. Now if you don’t
believe them, let Me illustrate them for you.

So in verses 5-7 we have three Divine
illustrations. It’s interesting to me how peo-
ple make human illustrations. I seem to
think that the Word of God is written by
God the Holy Spirit and His illustrations are
better than mine. So stick with them. You
don’t have to make up your own. You've
got them right here. In verses 5-7 we have
three Divine illustrations. What are these
three Divine illustrations? These three Divine
illustrations say to you and I that God keeps
His Word. That God will solve Abram’s
problems and God will solve your prob-
lems, if you let Him. If Abram will just stop
worrying long enough God will take over.

In fact, God is tapping His foot just wait-
ing to help Abram. But Abram keeps getting
in the way of the Lord. Abram keeps shov-
ing God out of the way, as it were. He’s in
essence saying, “Let me worry about it God.
I can do a better job than you can.”

Now some illustrations.

Mlustration #1: The stars. This is both an il-
lustration and an analogy. The illustra-
tion, making reference to the stars, simply
says this: Look Abram. I want you to look
up. He says, I hold all the stars in place.
Billions of stars, all moving at tremendous
rates of speed. The ones beyond those,
which you can’t see, are more stars and
more stars. They move throughout this
space without a collision. They all have a
course. They are all moving at fantastic
rates of speed. And I hold them together
Abram. Now, Abram, if I can do that with
the stars, don’t you think I can handle
your little old problem? See, that’s the ap-
proach. Just go outside and look up at the
stars. If He can handle that traffic pattern,
He can handle your “traffic pattern. That,
in addition to the illustration, is an analogy.

Well, Abram, if you can count the stars
up there, you have a pretty good idea of
what is coming out of your loins. You talk
about having no children, listen, nations




are coming from you. If you can look up
there outside and count those stars, then
you can begin to know just exactly what
you will have in the future. This is the
way it is stated in verse 5. “And He
brought him forth abroad,” which means
outside, “and said, Look now toward
Heaven, and tell the stars.” We know one
thing, it was at night. “Tell” is count.
“Count the stars, if thou be able to num-
ber them: and He said him. So shall
thy seed be.” Can you number those stars?
You cannot. Neither will you be able to
count the tremendous number of people
who will come from you. That’s the first
illustration. And you're worrying about
just one child.

The second illustration, verse 6. “And he be-

lieved in the Lord; and He counted it to
i i . You say, “man,

this is out of place.” Doesn’t this sound
like it is out of place? He’s talking about
the stars, the promises and now here’s sal-
vation. Let me correct the translation a lit-
tle bit for you. “Abram HAD believed in
the Lord.” He didn’t believe at this point.
In fact, he’s worrying right now as made
his decision. We're talking about a believ-
ing person.

The first illustration, the stars, verse 5. Sec-
ond illustration, salvation. The corrected
translation: “Abram had believed in the
Lord.” He didn’t believe at this point. He
had believed in the Lord, past tense.
Something that had happened in the past.
This is the perfect tense in the Hebrew,
which means an action that has been com-
pleted. He believed many years before in
Ur of the Chaldees. This isn’t telling some-
thing that Abram did at this moment. It’s
an illustration of something that had been
completed in the past and he needs to
learn a lesson from what He’s done about
salvation.

In other words, there’s a lot of lessons
that we can learn from salvation. When-
ever you're disoriented, whenever you're
worried, whenever you're upset go back
to the point when you were lost and
without Christ and when you accepted

Him. And how did you get into the Plan?
Salvation is an illustration of a lesson to
learn for life.

Abram had believed in the Lord, at which
point he was saved. He, God the Father,
credited it, or counted it, to him for right-
eousness. What'’s the point here in this sec-
ond illustration? Look, Abram. When you
were saved you were a sinner. In God’s
sight you were His enemy. In God’s sight
you were evil and wicked. There wasn’t
anything good in you and there was no
way that you could save yourself. In
God’s viewpoint you had no merit. Even
your righteousnesses were as filthy rags
in God’s sight. So, you were a very un-
lovely creature and God would not have
anything whatever to do with you UNTIL
you believed in the Lord.

Now, if the Lord Jesus Christ died for
you, and He did the most, what do you
think he’s going to do for you, Abram,
now that you're saved and His son? In
other words, why are you worrying? Je-
sus Christ hadn’t died historically in Gene-
sis 15, but in the mind of God it had al-
ready occurred because it was in the
mind of God and in the Plan of God bil-
lions of years before men existed. That’s
the doctrine of eternal decrees applied to
the circumstance.

Abram was saved. At the point of salva-
tion, like all of us, he was dead. He was
lost. He was evil. He was an enemy. What
will God do for him now that he is His
child? What’s the point of the second illus-
tration? Abram, the greatest problem that
you ever had was spiritual death. You
came into the world physically alive, but
spiritually dead. That was solved when
you believed in the Lord. If God solved
your greatest problem, salvation, can He
solve your problems in time? In other
words, Romans 8:32, “God, who spared

for us all, how shall He not with Him
freely give us all things?” So, the second
illustration is this: If God did the big
thing for you in salvation, what’s He go-
ing to do for you now? If He did the big
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thing for you when you were His enemy,
what will He do for you now that you're
His friend, now that you're His child?
The answer: He can only do much more
than the most. The answer says, in effect,
from the second illustration, there is no
problem in life, there is no difficulty in
life, there is no adversity in life, there is
no hopeless situation, to which God does
not have a perfect solution to the believer
in the Lord Jesus Christ.

But worrying gets you no where. Nothing
will ever be solved while you are worry-
ing. Worrying is you doing something.
God always deals with us in GRACE.
You have to stop doing EVERYTHING.
Every moment, every second that you
spend in worrying, you're delaying
God’s blessing for you. He’s trying to
bless you, but you have elbowed Him out
of the way. You have shoved Him aside.
You have straight-armed Him.

All the time that you are worrying you're
telling God that you're smarter than He
is and that you can handle your affairs
much better than He can. As long as you
worry, YOU'RE DOING SOMETHING.
God says you have to stop doing for
GRACE to be able to pour through to you.

Mlustration: That was the way that you
were saved. You didn’t do anything for
your salvation. God did it all for you. The
Father planned it, the Son executed it and
the Holy Spirit revealed it to you. You
didn’t do anything for your salvation.
That’s the second illustration. Learn some-
thing from it.

The third illustration is past faithfulness.
We have three illustrations: Stars, count
them. Salvation, how we got into the
plan. The third thing is past faithfulness,
verse 7. “And He said unto him, | am the

Lord that brought vou out of Ur of the
Chaldees, to give thee this land to inherit
it.” How did Abram ever get to Canaan?

God’s faithfulness. He got tied up in Ha-

ran. It was a dead end, the dried up place.
God brought him out. God’s faithfulness
took him to the land. He slipped out and
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went to Egypt. God’s faithfulness brought
him back. He had failed many times and
God had always been faithful to him.

Here he is right now, after all these tre-
mendous experiences and adventures,
and all these marvelous things that God
has done, so it says take a look at your
past, Abram. Has God been faithful to
you in the past? You would have to say,
“Has He ever!” Imagine attacking that
great army with 318 men! Imagine getting
out of Egypt with his whole skin when he
lied to the pharaoh about his wife! Imag-
ine getting out of that dried up place!
Imagine getting out of that cattle war
with Lot! Of course, the Lord has been
faithful. You have to ask yourself a ques-
tion along the same line: Has God ever
been faithful to us over our past, as be-
lievers? Well, the fact that we’re here to-
night is about as much evidence as you
need. We're alive, we're here.

Apparently we’re not lacking anything,
including oxygen. So, Abram, believer, what
does the record show? Take a look! Go back
and check the record. God has been faithful
to you in the past. Now, Abram, is there any
reason to suppose that God will stop being
faithful now? Well, he may say, “Well, look
how terrible I've been.” It doesn’t make any
difference how terrible you are.

God’s love doesn’t depend on how
good or how bad we are. God’s love de-
pends on God. God’s love depends on the
nature of God. Every once in a while you
find human love in life that is compatible to
that. When a person loves someone else, re-
gardless of what someone else does to them,
because they just have the character and the
capacity for that love. Even though they are
often poorly treated.

God’s love doesn’t depend on how we
treat Him. Or how we behave, or how we
misbehave. It doesn’t make any difference.
God’s love is not remotely dependent on
that at all. God’s love depends on who and
what God is. It always goes back to who
and what God is, His essence. Because of
God’s character, He can only deal with us in




one way, that’s GRACE. He can’t deal with
us in any other way. Since the moment we
believed in Christ, there’s only one way that
God can deal with us and that’s in GRACE.
NEVER on the basis of our merit. NEVER on
the basis of demerits.

You see, here is Abram doing all of this
worrying and it doesn’t depend on him one
way or the other. So, we have three illustra-
tions of God keeping His Word: The stars,
count them. Salvation, GRACE. The past
faithfulness of God. Look up, see the stars.
Look inside and remember your salvation.
Look out towards the past and remember
God’s faithfulness.

In the first seven verses is the first cure
for worry, the Word of God. Notice verse 1,
“The Word of God came to Abram.” Verse 4,
“The Word of God came to Abram.” And
then three illustrations. Twice in this passage
we have promises and we have three illustra-
tions of the faithfulness of God and the
GRACE of God and the love of God.

Now, I don’t want you to be disturbed
for one moment, but just think of some of
the sins that you have done in the past and
just stop and think, you are still here. Isn’t
that amazing? You actually are still here in
spite of the things that you have done.
“Praise the Lord anyhow.” But, that isn’t a
true statement if you think about it. You're
not here in spite of the things that you have
done. That’s a negative. You're here because
of the very nature and character of the Lord
Jesus Christ.

You will remain on this Earth because of
the nature and the character of God, because
He has a plan for you. As long as He has a
plan for you, when you leave this Earth
you're going to go somewhere to something
that is so much better that it is beyond hu-
man description. You may say to yourself
many times, “I simply don’t deserve all of
these wonderful things of eternity. And
you'll be absolutely right. None of us de-
serve them. You may have thoughts some-
where that you've collected a fantastic re-
cord of good deeds. It may be a lot of wood,
hay and stubble that will burn up.

But there is one thing that is absolutely
certain: God has a marvelous eternal future
for you and I. It includes so many wonder-
ful things that are described and so many
wonderful things that are not described that
it’s absolutely fantastic. When we start to
put this package together about God’s Plan
and God’s GRACE and see this category and
the doctrines that are involved, you always
have to remember that all of these wonder-
ful things that we are going to have in eter-
nity, we are not going to have them because
we are something special. Because we are
NOT something special. We're going to have
the whole works because He is something spe-
cial. Because of His character and because of
His nature and because of His person. Be-
cause He is immutable and can’t change.

For example, in Hebrews 13:8 it says,
“Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today and
forever.” He doesn’t change. We change but
He doesn’t. Here is Jesus Christ talking to
Abram. “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday,
todayv and forever.” Well, is Abram the same
yesterday, today and forever? No way. Yes-
terday, chapter 14, he was great. Today,
chapter 15, he is terrible. But the GRACE of
God goes right on and it doesn’t change.
See, the Word of God is there for him,
whether he’s in it or out of it. God'’s still
faithful. Abraham gets some discipline, but
we make our own discipline most of the
time. We manufacture it ourselves. We think
sometimes that God is spanking us, but all
we do is manufacture it for ourselves.

For example, worry. The nature of
worry is where we make our own discipline.
When we stop trusting the Lord we worry.
When we worry we manufacture our own
discipline. We don’t need help from anyone
else. I hope that after this class, that if noth-
ing else, you begin to see that it is not only
silly and ridiculous and a little bit stupid to
actually worry. But adding to that, worry is
an insult to God. You wouldn’t think for
one minute of stepping up and slapping the
face of the Lord Jesus Christ, but in effect
you do when you worry.

In fact, it hurts the Lord more when you
worry because that is thinking. It hurts Him
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more if you do worry than if you did step
up and slap Him. It couldn’t hurt Him
nearly as much because your thoughts and
your thought pattern can hurt the Lord
much more than any physical activity, any
hostility expressed, for example, in slapping.
So why insult the character of the Lord? You
have every right to insult yourself. We can
all look at ourselves and be very insulting if
we were honest. Why insult the Lord and
think that He is suddenly going to stop car-
ing for us? That He can change? That He can
become mean and vindictive and hate us?

He can’t do it. It's impossible. He can’t
change His character. His character was es-
tablished billions of years ago. There never
was a time when it wasn't established. Long
before we existed. Now you can begin to see
that Christianity is designed so that the
praise and the glory will go to God. Specifi-
cally our praise and our glorification goes to
God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.
Worrying is insulting God.

So, the first solution to worry is to get
into God’s Word, the thinking of God.

1 Corinthians 2:16 says the Bible is the mind
of Christ. The second cure for worry is
found in verses 8-11. This is different catego-
ries of the Word. This is a cure for worrying.
In other words, it’s categories that you al-
ready know. Not something that you dig out
when you have a pressure. We have in verse
8 the problem of Abram’s ignorance of cer-
tain categories of doctrine. He’s going to pre-
sent in these five animals five different cate-
gories of doctrine that will stop you from
worrying. They all pertain to occupation
with Christ.

Verse 8, “And he said, Lord God,
whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it?”
He’s asking how do I know? How can I find
out? As a result of that he gives him a heifer,
a ram, a turtledove, a she goat and a young
pigeon. All of these things speak expressly
of Jesus Christ, particularly His person and
His work. Actually, what the problem was,
worrying, the cure is found in the Word of
God, in God’s promises, and then in certain
categories that you need also, that will stop
you from worrying.
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In verses 1-7 you have the general con-
cept of applying promises to your life. In
verses 8-11 there are certain categories that
you can apply. Baby believers can apply
promises. As you begin to grow you estab-
lish certain categories, salvation, spirituality,
prophecy, Christian way of life, growing in
GRACE, the doctrine of reconciliation, the
doctrine of propitiation, the doctrine of the
uniqueness of the Lord Jesus Christ. These
are just some categories. You go from prom-
ises to categories.

In verses 8-11 we see this second cure.
This is categories that you already know.
Abram still has some doctrinal ignorance at
this point. He is speaking here in verse 8
and it says, “And he said, Lord God,
whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it?”
Remember that he is a believer. He is saying
in effect, “"How do I know that I'm going to
inherit all this that you promised me? How
do I know that I'm going to have a seed and
the seed will inherit it? How will I know
this?” In other words, he is questioning the
promises of God. You can tell when a per-
son is worrying. One of the characteristics of
a worrying saint is that he questions the
promises of God.

Furthermore, the promise had already
been given. If you look at Genesis 13:14 it
says, “The Lord said unto Abram, after that
Lot was separated from him, Lift up now
thine eyes, and look from the place where
thou art northward, and southward, and
eastward, and westward: For all the land
which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and
to thy see for ever.” There is a promise to
Abram. In Genesis 15:8 Abram says, “How
do I know?” It says, “To thee, Abram, I will
give all this land.” That’s an inheritance.
“Unto thy seed.”There’s a promise that he
will have a son. Then it says, “from his own
loins.” And how long? As long as you be-
have. No, it doesn’t say that. That’s not in
keeping with the character of God. God
can’t do that. He said, “I will give it to you
for ever.” He said, “I will make thy seed as
the dust of the Earth: so that if a man can
number the dust of the Earth, then shall thy




seed also be numbered.” Then He tells him
to rise and walk through the land.

In Genesis 15:8, at this point Abraham
doesn’t believe that promise. Abram says,
“How do I know? How can I know that you
will give me this inheritance?” If God says
He is going to give you something, and if
you say, “How do I know?” then you don’t
really know the character of the Giver. Once
God says He is going to give you something,
there’s no way He cannot give it to you.
Abraham is a believer but he really doesn’t
know much about the Lord.

There are a lot of people who have ac-
cepted Christ as their Saviour, but they don’t
know much about Him. They may know
that they are saved but that’s about all that
they know. Now when he says in verse §,
“How do I know?” That'’s the key. He doesn’t
know. Yet the doctrine has been set up for
him categorically through these promises
and it’s going to be done again. It’s going to
be once more spelled out for him in this pas-
sage a little later on. His question will be an-
swered when we get to verse 12 and follow-
ing.

In the mean time Abram has declared
his ignorance, which is a part of the fact that
he is worried. Now he gets his first answer.
This is not a direct answer to his question,
but it prepares the way for his question and
He gives a second answer to the problem of
worrying, which is categories of doctrine.
The answer is given in verses 9 and 10. The
Lord Jesus Christ is the beginning of God’s
Plan. When you accept Christ as your per-
sonal Saviour, you are in God’s plan, which
means that God can only deal with you in
GRACE and no other way. God can’t deal
with you in any other way other than in
GRACE. Furthermore, Christ dying for your
sins and you receiving it, is a guarantee that
God will provide for you in time and God
will also provide for you in eternity. There-
fore, you can’t worry. If God provided for
you in time and God provided for you in all
eternity, you can’t worry. It’s impossible to
worry and still know and believe this doc-
trine. You can’t know that God is going to
meet every need in your life, and that God
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is going to meet every need in eternity, and
still worry. You just can’t do it. If you really
know it, if you really believe it, then you
definitely can’t worry.

In verse 9 we have types of Christ refer-
ring to certain categories of doctrine. “He
said unto him, Take me a heifer of three
years old, and a she goat of three years old,
and a ram of three years old, and a turtle-
dove, and a young pigeon.” I know that eve-
ryone of you has that as a memory verse.
You've got it on your refrigerator and over
your bed and in your closet. I want you to
see what you can get out of it.

Years ago if I would have read this pas-
sage and you said to me “You are a pigeon,”
that would mean a sucker. You know, some
guy trying to take advantage of someone is a
pigeon. An easy mark. A turtledove is two
young people in the park, cooing. A she
goat, I won't get into that. A heifer, that was
an overweight woman. And a ram was
someone who played for Los Angeles.

Now that I've messed all that up, we'll
get with it. We have five types of animal life
here, in the sense of lower life. I have to add
that because people think that animals are
higher than the human race. Robert Redford
and other people like that. We have five
types of animal life here and they are lower
life, lower than man. The first one that we
have is a heifer. In the Old Testament, “God
in sundry times and in diverse manners,
spoke unto the prophets through the fathers,
hath in these last days spoken unto us
through Christ,” Hebrews 1:1. These animals
are shadows, Hebrews 10. The things in the
Old Testament were shadows of Jesus Christ.
Everyone of these animals has a category of
doctrine pertaining to the Lord Jesus Christ.

The heifer comes first for one reason: is
Abram a born again believer or not? Genesis
15:6 tells us that he had already accepted
Christ as his Saviour. He’s already saved.
Now, if he’s already saved, what does he
need right now? He needs a heifer. He
doesn’t need salvation. See, that’s a lamb.

But he needs a heifer. The heifer is the princi-
ple of being restored back to fellowship. The
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principle of the Holy Spirit in control of the
life.

So, the heifer is restoration back to fellow-
ship. It's an offering. Like David said in
Psalm 23, “He restoreth my soul.” When a
person in the Old Testament was out of fel-
lowship, all they did was bring up an heifer,
they would place their hand on the heifer’s
head, they would identify themselves with it
and that would be confession of sin as a be-
liever.

So, what does he need? He doesn’t need
salvation. He needs to be back in fellowship.
He’s been worrying. And the heifer is the
restoration back to fellowship offering. He
needs to get back into fellowship. He needs
“Whatsoever is not of faith is sin.” He has
sinned in that he doesn’t believe God’s prom-
ise and he’s worrying. First of all he needs to
get back into fellowship, so He says, “You
take a heifer. A heifer is the restoration offer-
ing. Once you cut that animal up, it’s the
same as confessing your sins and God, being
faithful and just in forgiving of your sins
and cleansing you from all unrighteousness.
All of these can be found in Leviticus 1-5.
All of your documentation on these animals
can be found there.

So, we have the fellowship concept. The
next thing that He says to take is a she goat
and a ram. Once you're back in fellowship,
you need to be occupied with the person of
Jesus Christ. Hebrews 12:1, 2, “Looking unto
Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith.”
Once you are in fellowship, you have to be
occupied with Christ, looking at life from Di-
vine Viewpoint. So it falls into two catego-
ries: she goat and ram. These two speak of
different aspects of the work of Jesus Christ
on the cross. The she goat is the peace offer-
ing, sometimes, in 2 Corinthians 5 it’s called
the doctrine of reconciliation, where Jesus
Christ went to the cross and reconciled the
whole world to God. The she goat is a recon-
ciliation offering, which is the doctrine of the
removal of the barrier between man and
God. You need to remember that Jesus
Christ removed all the barriers, just as Christ
will solve all your problems now. After he’s
back into fellowship, the heifer, he has to be
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“Looking unto Jesus, the Author and Fin-
isher of our faith.”

Secondly, you have the ram, which is
the propitiation offering, or God’s satisfac-
tion. God is not satisfied with Abram. God
is satisfied with the work of Jesus Christ
on the cross. He said, “This is my beloved
Son in Whom I am well pleased.” Since God
is satisfied with the work of Jesus Christ on
the cross, and God the Father is satisfied
with the Son of God, since you, Abram, are
related to the Son of God through regenera-
tion, now Abram, because you are seen as
being IN CHRIST, God will deal with you in
your relationship with Him, so stop worry-
ing.

Then we have two more animals. Here
is the reconciliation. Here is propitiation.
The two of those are talking about the work
of Christ. Now you have the turtledove and
the young pigeon. While the goat and the
ram speak of the work of Christ and it’s ap-
plication. now we have the Person of Christ.
Before you had the work and now you have
the Person of Christ. That’s the turtledove
and the pigeon. In other words, in commun-
ion we do the same thing. So as not to take
of the Lord’s table unworthily, you confess
your sin and you judge yourself. That’s the
heifer. 1 John 1:9. Then you recognize the
work of Jesus Christ in the Cross, and that’s
the cup. Then you recognize the person of
Christ, and that’s the bread. See, they had
the same thing in the Old Testament, only it
was done differently.

So, the cup is the she goat and the lamb,
while the bread that you take in communion
is the turtledove and the pigeon. One is talk-
ing about the work and the other is talking
about the Person. You will note in the next
verse, when we get to it, that in the turtle-
dove and the pigeon, they are not divided.
These other animals are divided. The reason
that they are not divided, these two birds,
the turtledove speaks of the Deity of Jesus
Christ in His Person. He’s not divided be-
cause Christ cannot be divided in His Deity.
Christ cannot die in His Deity. The young pi-
geon speaks of the resurrection, the human-
ity of the Lord Jesus Christ.




So, this is Deity and humanity. We have
the unique Person of the universe, the hypo-
static union. The two together, the young
pigeon and the turtledove, remind us of the
uniqueness of our Saviour, the Lord Jesus
Christ, as He is today at the right hand of the
Father. He is the God-man. He is the turtle-
dove and the young pigeon. This speaks of
the uniqueness of the Person of Christ. He is
God and yet He's different from God. Then
He’s man and He’s different from man in
that He is God. He’s the unique Person of
the universe, the God-man. The turtledove
and the young pigeon will not be divided
and it speaks of the doctrine of the hypostatic
union.

We have fellowship, heifer. We have the
she goat, reconciliation. We have a ram, satis-
faction of God the Father, or propitiation.
Then we have the two birds representing the
hypostatic union, or the uniqueness of the
Person of Jesus Christ. Now, if someone
asked you “What about those animals, those
five animals?” Five is a picture of GRACE.
All of them are necessary for you as a be-
liever in the Lord Jesus Christ. You have to
be in fellowship. You have to be occupied
with the Person of Christ. You have to recog-
nize the uniqueness of Him and that God is
satisfied with Him and we're reconciled to
God through Jesus Christ so WHY WORRY?
That’s the point!

You see, promises help you not to worry
and categories of doctrine help you not to
worry. Now, verse 10, “If Jesus Christ did
the most for us in salvation, what can He do
for us now that we are His children? Only
much more.” So WHY WORRY? Verse 10,
“And he took unto him all these, and di-

vided them in the midst, and laid each piece

one against another: but the birds divided he
not.” Isn’t that interesting? “ All of these” are

the five offerings of Leviticus. Dividing the
first and walking between it is restoration
back to fellowship. The dividing of the next
two is occupation with the Person of Christ.
The emphasis is on His death, where He did
something for us. We did NOT do ANY-
THING for our salvation. Jesus Christ did it
all. The emphasis is on reconciliation, peace
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with God, and propitiation, God is satisfied
with the work of Jesus Christ.

“But the birds he divided not.” He di-
vided the first three but not the last two be-
cause they speak of the Person of Christ. The
first three, the work of Christ, the humanity
of Christ in resurrection, the Deity of Christ.
So, once again the principle. The Father’s
Plan begins and centers in the Lord Jesus
Christ. Along with Christ, God the Father
provides for every need that the believer has
in time. And everything that the believer has
need of in eternity.

Now, in verse 11, worry on the part of
Abram, or ANY believer, is an attack on the
Father’s plan for time. It's an attack upon
the Christian way of life and the believer’s
life on Earth in time. Verse 11, “And when
the fowls came down upon the carcasses,
Abram drove them away.” Now we know
something very interesting. We know why
he drove away these fowls that came down
to prey on these carcasses. We'll have to call
them vultures because that is what they are.

Do you know why he drove those vul-
tures away? Because he had already gotten
back into fellowship, the heifer. And he cut
the heifer right down the middle. In so do-
ing, he declared his sin. He drove away the
vultures and these vultures represent satanic
ambassadors, just like the birds that lodged
in the tree in the parable called the fowls of
the air.

Satan always has his ambassadors, his
representatives, his disciples, trying to get
you to worry. One of Satan’s objectives is to
get the believer neutralized by worrying. So,
the fowls coming down to prey upon the car-
cass refer to satanic attacks upon you and
specifically in the field of worry. Now turn
to 1 Peter 5:7-11 for another look at this con-
cept. It says, “Casting all your cares,” or wor-
ries, “on Him, for He keeps on caring for
you.” That’s His job. So, you are to cast your
cares, your worries on Him because He
keeps caring for you. It’s not a part of God’s
Plan for you to ever be in the state of anxiety
in anything.
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Next it says, “be sober,” and you say,
“oh, no. Now he’s going to go with a booze
sermon.” “Sober” means mental stability.
When you cast your cares on the Lord you
have mental stability. Be mentally stable.
Then it says, “be vigilant,” in other words,
be on the alert. Don’t worry. Just be alert.
“Because your adversary the devil” here’s
the vulture, and now we have a roaring lion
walking about, “seeking whom he may de-
vour.” In other words, the vultures wanted
to devour the carcass. The devil wants to de-
vour you. How does he do it? WORRY.

Verse 9, “Whom resist steadfast in the
faith,” claiming the promises of God, “know-
ing.”Remember what part of Abram’s prob-
lem was? He said, “How should I know that
I am to inherit?” “Whom resist steadfast in
the faith, knowing the same afflictions are ac-

complished in your brethren that are in the
world.” Verse 10, “But the GRACE of God

who hath called us unto the eternal glory by
Christ Jesus, after that ve have suffered a
while, make vou perfect, stablish,
strengthen, settle you.” In other words, “per-
fect” is mature, “stablish” is to stabilize
you," “strengthen” means to pour the power
in you, and “settle you” means maturity.

Here’s the principle: As soon as you get
back into fellowship, the heifer, you're go-
ing to be attacked by the vultures. The vul-
tures attack the carcass, but Abram drove
them away. What does that mean? It means
that he had put his problems in the Lord’s
hands and refused to worry any more about
them.

Here’s Abram the worrier, the worrying
saint. The first cure for worry was Genesis
15:1-7, the Word of God, the mind of Christ,
the Divine Viewpoint of life. The second
cure for worry is verses 8-11, specific catego-
ries of doctrine. Doctrine in this case pertain-
ing to the Person and pertaining to the work
of the Lord Jesus Christ. The doctrine of res-
toration back to fellowship, then three doc-
trines, reconciliation, propitiation, and hy-
postatic union.

Now the third cure for worry: Prophecy.
Some people have no time for prophecy and
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some people all they do is prophecy. You
see people usually going one of two ways
with prophecy. They either have nothing to
do with it, or they have everything to do
with it. Some say you don’t need to know
anything about prophecy, all you have to do
is witness. All you need to do is go out and
win souls. But prophecy is soul winning for
Christ. You'll find organizations that are all
full of this “Rah, rah, rah,” and inspiration
and never are filled with the Word of God.
All of the work that counts for God is solid
and is built on the Word. You need proph-
ecy. Revelation says, “The Spirit of prophecy
is the testimony to the Lord Jesus Christ.”
Prophecy helps you personally to orient to
both eternity as well as time.

Abram has found a victory but he still
has his moments. Now he has some prob-
lems with nightmares. Starting in verse 12
through verse 21 we have the final cure,
prophecy. In verse 12 let’s notice that Abram
has a nightmare. Verse 12 says, “And when
the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell
upon Abram.” He started out resting. He’s
not going to worry any more. He’s relaxed.
Then it says, “And lo, an horror of great

The words “horror” and “darkness” tell
us that it was a nightmare. He has cast all
his cares on the Lord. He has driven the vul-
tures away. He went to bed in perfect peace.
Then he woke up, as it were, in a cold
sweat. Something is bothering him again.
He’s still worrying. “A horror of great dark-
ness.” This time God is going to cure his
worries with prophecy. What is he worried
about? From this prophecy, he has to be wor-
ried about his progeny. A lot of parents
come up with the idea of “What kind of
world am I going to leave for my children?”
Children, Abram does not have yet. He be-
lieves that now he is going to have them,
but he wonders “What kind of a world am I
going to bring them in.” This world is a hor-
rible place, it’s rough. He says, “I just found
out that there are three things that can cause
you to worry in this life. I'm not worried
any more.”




But all of a sudden he wakes up with
this nightmare, “What's going to happen to
my children?” In verses 13-16 we have the
prophecy of Israel’s future. The prophecy of
Abram’s progeny. This prophecy answers
the question of verse 8.

In chapter 15, verse 8 he said, “Lord
God, whereby shall I know that I shall in-
herit it?” How shall I know? You will notice,
this passage, which started in verse 13 says,
“Know of a surety.” Here’s how you're go-
ing to know. He’s going to know through
prophecy, knowledge of prophecy, verse 13,
tied in with verse 8. Knowledge of the future
gives the believer assurance in time. The
more you know about eternity, the more as-
surance you have for time, therefore don’t
worry!

You know, every day that you live as a
Christian, is one less day that you'll be here.
You'll be absent from the body and face to
face with the Lord. There’s going to be no
more soITrows, no more tears, no more pain,
no more sickness, no more death. The more
you know about the future the easier it is to
live in time. Why worry?

Now, in Genesis 15:13-16 we have the
answer, the Word, the third cure, prophecy.
In verse 13 we have the prophecy of the
Egyptian bondage. He’s going to tell them
that the Jews are going to go into bondage.
In verse 14 He’s going to tell them the proph-
ecy of the exodus. In verse 15 He’s going to
prophesy Abram’s death. He's going to be
spoken of of dying in the sphere of GRACE.
He’s going to have a very wonderful death.
God’s going to tell him how he’s going to
die. In verse 16 we have the prophecy of the
Jews returning to the land. That’s the out-
line, so let’s take a more detailed look at it.

Genesis 15:13, “And He said unto
Abram, Know of a surety.” The word
“surety” means with assurance. Here’s the
key for you. KNOWLEDGE OF THE WORD
OF GOD PRODUCES ASSURANCE. Knowl-
edge of prophecy of the future produces as-
surance. Confidence comes from knowing
the Word of God.

There’s a tremendous section in
2 Corinthians 5, which talks about the death
of a believer. If you have any questions
about what happens to a believer when he
dies, 2 Corinthians 5:1-8 is the passage. The
principle that you have here and in our pas-
sage, Genesis 15:13-16, is confidence in life
comes through knowledge of the Word of
God. That’s the secret. We have a wonderful
pattern here. 2 Corinthians 5:1 says, “Know
this.” In verse 6 it says, “Knowing... we have
confidence.” Then, in verse 8 it says, “We
have confidence.” The whole secret and pat-
tern is right here, knowledge of the Word of
God gives you confidence.

In 2 Corinthians 5:1 it says, “We know
that if our earthly house of this tabernacle
were dissolved, we have a body not made
with hands, but a building that is eternal in
the heavens.” So, if your body dissolves, and
it will, we know that we have a resurrection
body coming. That’s assurance. Then verse 6
says, “Knowing we are confident that while
we are in this body, we are absent from the
Lord, but when we are absent from the body
we are face to face with the Lord.” We know
this from these two passages right here. You
have a pattern here: Know, know with confi-
dence, then we have confidence. That’s the
pattern.

The more you know about the Word of
God, the more confidence you have in life.
The more confidence you have, then it elimi-
nates worry from your life. When you know
that you're related to the Lord because
you've accepted Christ as your Saviour, you
know that He’s provided for all your needs
in time AND eternity. And you know that
you're going to be absent from the body and
face to face with the Lord, THAT’S CONFI-
DENCE. When you know it DOESN'T DE-
PEND UPON YOU, that’s more confidence.

So, Genesis 15:13-16 says that one of the
cures for worry is knowledge of the future.
“Know with assurance,” or confidence, “that
thy seed,” Israel, “shall be a stranger in a
land that is not their’s,” that’s Egypt. This is
a prophecy of the Egyptian bondage. “And
they shall serve them,” the Jews will serve
the Egyptians. “And they,” the Egyptians,
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“shall afflict them,” the Jews, “four hundred
years,” that’s four generations actually. The
best way to explain it is by mentioning four
names: Levi, Kohath, Amram and Moses.
That’s the best way I know to trace those
generations. Levi, the generation that went
in. Kohath was the second generation. Levi’s
grandson was Amram and his great grand-
son was Moses. Four hundred years. 100
years in those days was a generation. Today
a generation is about 30 years.

In verse 14 we have the prophecy of the
exodus. What will happen after those 400
years? “Also, that nation, Egypt, whom they
shall serve,” bondage, “will I judge.” The
judgments took place in Moses’ time. They
culminated with judgment, where the first-
born in every Egyptian family was de-
stroyed. “Will I judge, and afterward,” after
the judgment of the Passover, “shall they,”
the Jews, “come out,” the exodus, then no-
tice, “with great substance.” Remember, they
took the wealth of Egypt with them. The
Egyptians were so glad to get rid of them
that they gave them all of their gold. This is
the story of Exodus 12:35, 36.

The third phase of this prophecy,
Abram’s death. “Now, where do you fit into
the picture Abram? Here you are. 'm going
to tell you how you're going to die. Verse 15
is a verse to claim for your death. If you
want to go, this is the way to go. “And thou
shalt go to thy fathers in peace." That's a
principle of dying in the sphere of GRACE.
Abram’s going to live a long, long time and
die a very easy, painless death.

Not like Isaiah, who was sawed asun-
der. Do you know what they did with
Isaiah? They took one horse and tied one leg
to that leg and then took the other leg and
tied it to another horse and they sent the
horses off in opposite directions. That’s how
he went home to be with the Lord. How
about that one? You don’t want that one.
Take this one. It says, “Thou shalt be buried
in a good old age.” Abram, I don’t know
what you're worried about. You're going to
live a long time. You're going to have health
up to the end and your death is going to be
painless, after living a very wonderful, long
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life. Like Job 5, God’s going to pick you when
you're ripe, like corn. God doesn’t pick rot-
ten corn. He’s going to come to a full age.

Isn’t that something? Here’s a man
who’s worried right out of his head, he has a
glorious future ahead of him in time and a
marvelous future in eternity, and you just
wonder, “Why does a man like that worry?”
Don’t be too critical. Why do you worry?
You've got the same concept that he had.
God has promised you that if you keep short
accounts, confessing of sin, staying in fellow-
ship a maximum amount of time, growing
in GRACE, you'll come to a full age and you
will have a wonderful future also. We don’t
have the time to develop the concept of dy-
ing in GRACE here, but it’s all here. You can
refer to the booklet from Colossians 1:23.

Verse 16 is the fourth part of the proph-
ecy, the return of the Jews to Palestine. It
says, “But in the fourth generation they shall
come hither again.” They will return to the
land of Palestine. During that 400 years
while the Jews are in bondage, the iniquity
of the Amorites will reach its peak, but at
this time the iniquity of the Amorites is not
yet full. Do you know why? Because
Abram’s missionary work results in the con-
version of many of the Amorites and post-
poned the judgment of the Amorites for 600
years. A couple hundred years of the patri-
archs and 400 years in bondage. Just like the
judgment of Nineveh was postponed for a
whole century because of the preaching of
Jonah, who never wanted to go there in the
first place.

This prophecy, four verses, Genesis
15:13-16, was the basis of peace, and
strength, and hope and assurance, and it
was the basis for evangelism for the Jews
during the Egyptian bondage. This was the
prophecy that made Joseph take a promise
from his brethren, that they would not bury
him in Egypt. Joseph knew that the children
of Israel were going to leave Egypt and that
God would bring them out. This is how he
knew, from this passage. Not only is this
prophecy a source of great blessing to
Abram, and stops any nightmare activity,
but this promise was a whole Bible to the




Jews in bondage. For 400 years they lived un-
der the most difficult circumstances. They
were saved. They had inner happiness, they
had inner peace. Instead of the slavery de-
stroying them, they multiplied. That’s the
principle of the multiplication of GRACE,
when it says “GRACE be multiplied unto
you,” God always multiplies in the sphere of
GRACE. They became, as a result, a wonder-
ful nation in bondage, in slavery, because of
this passage right here. The bones of Joseph,
the last four verses of Genesis, the 400 years
of captivity. That was the “Bible” in that cof-
fin, Joseph’s bones.

Verse 17, now Abram, one more word
about worrying. “Abram, are you going to
be a smudge pot or a flaming torch? Are
you going to be a smoking lamp or a lamp
shining brightly, that sheds its light unto the
night?” Verse 17, “And it came to pass, that,
when the sun went down, and it was dark,”
this is the day after the nightmare, the dark-
ness speaks of pressure and adversity, when
pressure and adversity come to you it’s
dark, when it comes do you shine, do you
have a testimony or impact or are you going
to be just a smoking, smoldering lamp.

“It was dark, behold a smoking furnace,
and a burning lamp that passed between
those pieces.” In other words, every believer
has some kind of pressure, difficulty, or ad-
versity. One of two things happens. You're
either a smoking lamp or you're a bright,
brilliant torch. If you worry, then you're a
smoking lamp. That’s the context of Genesis
15. If you cast your cares on the Lord and
operate on the principles of claiming the
promises of God, then you're a bright and
brilliant torch, shedding light into the dark-
ness of pressure. In other words, how do
you take pressure, how do you take suffer-
ing, how do you take trial, heartache, diffi-
culty, how do you take it? You see, you have
a choice. Worry, and smoke, like a smoking
lamp. “Cast your cares on Him,” claim the
promises of God, have a tremendous, dy-
namic testimony for Him. “Let your light so
shine before men.” “Don’t put your lamp un-
der the basket.” The light shines forth in the
midst of your troubles. Say, “take your

17

choice Abram. What do you to do?” Of
course, you have the SAME CHOICE today.
The option rests with us. We can choose the
smudge pot, the smoking lamp that gives no
light, the area is covered with darkness, it
throws out only smoke, no light. This de-
scribes the worrying believer.

Or the burning lamp. In time of adver-
sity, we cast our cares on Him, we can rest in
Him, we can relax in Him. In other words
this passage is saying this: Don’t be legalis-
tic about your sufferings. Worry is legalism
because you're doing all the work. Faith is
GRACE because God does all the work.

“Cast your cares on Him, for He careth for

”

you.

Then notice, “that passed between those
pieces,” which is a reference to the experi-
ence of the believer. The believer has walked
between the pieces. Walking between the
pieces of the sacrifice is declaring our appro-
priation of salvation.

Now, in verses 18-21 we have the first
statement of the Palestinian Covenant. The
Palestinian Covenant is an unconditional
covenant given to born again Jews, which
means they will have a land, going from the
Mediterranean Sea all the way to the
Euphrates. It’s very important to understand
this. Why do we have this statement now?
The Palestinian Covenant tells about the in-
heritance of the land. Believing Israel’s in-
heritance is a land. Believers in the Church
Age inherit Heaven.

So, the Palestinian Covenant is given at
this time to Abram. If we want to use this
phrase, we can here. It was “given to the per-
son who least deserved it.” Abram doesn’t
deserve it. He doesn’t deserve anything from
God. Yet, here it is. The first declaration of
the Palestinian Covenant.

There are four declarations of this:
Genesis 15:18-21, Numbers 34:3, Deuteronomy
30:4, and Joshua 1. Here are four passages
that give an unconditional covenant and
God says, “no strings attached. Whether
you're good or bad, Abram. No matter how
your progeny turns out, good or bad, you're
going to have the land forever.” The word
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“forever” means one thing. It means only
those Jews who are born again will inherit.
if you're under a forever covenant, you
have to have forever life. Abram was born
again. Isaac was born again. Jacob was born
again. That's why Jesus Christ is called the
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

So, they are off on a good start, as far as
salvation is concerned. Here’s the Palestinian
Covenant, which is once again the manifesta-
tion of the GRACE of God. Abram believed
this promise at a time when he didn’t de-
serve it. He was a worrying saint. This is
God’s GRACE again. God gave him this mar-
velous declaration, this covenant, when he
was worried, upset. Again, the principle, we
never earn or deserve anything from the
Lord.
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Here is the biblical cure for worry:
Genesis 15:1-7—The Word of God. The
Divine viewpoint. Emphasis on the prom-
ises of God.

Genesis 15:8-11—Then, categories found
in the Word of God.

Genesis 15:12-21—Then, prophecy.

This booklet was taken from classes
taught by Buddy Dano on his series on the
book of Genesis, January 5 and 12, 1983.

Buddy Dano, Pastor
Anderson Bible Church
Anderson, Indiana 46012




