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AS YOUR GOD IS, SO ARE YOoull

N THE _PEOPLES _WILL WALK
EVERY ONE IN THE NAME OF HIS GOD,
AND WE WILL WALK IN THE NAME OF

IHE LORD OUR GOD FOR EVER AND
EVER,” Micah 4:5.

his is a statement which is a general

universal truth, which holds good for all
sorts of religions. “To walk” means a course
of life, a behaviour pattern, a way of life. It is
the idea of a course of activity in life. “The
God.” The word “Name” is the manifest char-
acter of God.

So, this expression “walk in_the name”
means to live and act according to and
with reference to, and in reliance upon the
character of the worshipper’'s God. We
have that principle as an example for us in
the disciples prayer, “Hallowed be Thy
Name,” which precedes the petition, “Thy will
be done.” From reverent thoughts about
the name must flow life in reverent con-
formity to the will.

A MAN’'S GOD IS WHAT RULES HIS
PRACTICAL LIFE HERE ON THIS EARTH.

Christianity is dependent upon a Being
recognized to be perfect and sovereign,
whose will guides, and whose character
molds the whole life. That general statement
can be broken up into various parts. We can
dwell on the attitude of dependence, or on
that of submission, or upon that of adoration
and recognition of ideal perfection, or upon
that of aspiration, but we come at last to the
one thought, THAT THE GOAL OF CHRISTI-
ANITY IS LIKENESS, AND THE TRUEST
WORSHIP IS IMITATION.

Such a view of the essence of Christian-
ity gives point to the question: WHAT IS
OUR GOD? It makes it a very easily applied
and very searching test of our lives.

Whatever we profess, that which we
feel ourselves dependent on, that which
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we invest, erroneously or rightly, which
supreme attributes of excellence, that
which we aspire after as our highest
good, that which shapes and orders the
current of our lives, is our God.

WE CALL OURSELVES CHRISTIANS. |
am afraid if we tried ourselves by such a test,
many of us would fail to pass it. It would thin
the ranks of all churches as effectually as did
Gideon’s ordeal by water, which brought
down a mob of 10,000 to a little steadfast
band of 300.

No matter to which church we belong, or
how flaming our professions, OUR PRACTI-
CAL CHRISTIANITY IS DETERMINED BY
OUR ANSWER TO THE QUESTION: WHAT
DO WE MOST DESIRE? WHAT DO WE
MOST EAGERLY PURSUE?

Our country has as much need as ever
as the house of Jacob had of the seething
words that poured like molten lead from the
lips of Isaiah, the son of Amoz. “Their land is
full of silver and gold, neither is there any
end of their treasures. Their land is also full

of idols, They worship the work of their own

hands.”

Money, knowledge, the good opinion of
our fellow men, success in a practical career,
these, and the like, are our gods in America.
There is a worse idolatry than that which
bows down before stocks and stones. The
aims that absorb us, our highest ideal of ex-
cellence, that which possessed, we think
would secure our blessedness, that lacking
which everything else is insipid and vain,
THESE ARE OUR GODS. And the solemn
prohibition may well be thundered in the ears
of the unconscious idolaters, not only in our
American world, but also in American
churches.

TO ANOTHER., NOR MY PRAISE TO
GRAVEN IMAGES.”




THE WORSHIPPER WILL RESEMBLE HIS
GOD IN CHARACTER.

The goal of Christianity is likeness,
and the truest worship is imitation. It is
proved by the universal experience of hu-
manity that the level of morality will never
rise above the type enshrined in their gods,
or if it does, in consequence of contact with a
higher type in a higher religion, the old gods
will be flung to the moles and the bats.
so_is_every one that trusteth in them.” Now
that is a universal biblical truth. The wor-
shippers were in the prophet’s thought as
dumb and dead as the idols. They who
worship “vanity” inevitably become vain. A
Venus or a Jupiter, a Baal or an Ashtoreth,
sets the tone of morals.

YOU ARE WHAT YOU WORSHIP.

This truth is abundantly enforced by ob-
servation of the character of the men
amongst us who are practical idolaters. They
are narrowed, and lowered to correspond
with their gods. Low ideals can never lead
to lofty lives. The worship of money makes
the complexion yellow, like jaundice. A man
who concentrates his life’'s efforts upon
some earthly good, the attainment of
which seems to be, so long as it is unat-
tained, his passport to bliss, thereby
blunts many a finer aspiration, and makes
himself blind to many a nobler vision.

Men who are always hunting after some
paltry and perishable earthly good, become
like dogs who follow a scent with their noses
at the ground, and are unconscious of
everything a yard above their heads. We
who live amidst the rush of a great commer-
cial community see many instances of lives
stiffened, narrowed, impoverished, and hard-
ened by the fierce effort to become rich. And
whenever we look with adequate knowledge
over the many idolatries of American life, we
see similar processes at work on character.
Everywhere around us, ‘“THE PEOPLES ARE

WALKING EVERY ONE IN THE NAME OF
HIS GOD.”

That character constitutes the worship-
per’s ideal. It is a pattern to which he aims to
be assimilated. It is a good, the possession
of which he thinks will make him blessed. It
is that for which he willingly sacrifices much
which a clearer vision would teach him is far
more precious than that for which he is con-
tent to barter it.

The idolaters walking in the name of their
gods is a rebuke to the Christian men, who
with faltering steps and many an aberration,
are seeking to walk in the Name of the Lord
their God. If God is in any real and deep
sense “our God,” we shall see in Him the
realized ldeal of all excellence, the Foun-
tain of all blessedness, the Supreme Good
for our seeking minds, the Sovereign
Authority to sway our wills, the measure
of our conscious possession of Him will
be the glad imitation of Him, and our joyful
spirits, enfranchised by the assurance of our
loving possession of Him who is love, will
hear Him ever whisper to us, “BE_YE PER-
EECT AS YOUR FATHER, WHICH 1S IN
HEAVEN, IS PERFECT”

The desire to reproduce in the narrow
bounds of our human spirits the infinite beau-
ties of the Lord Jesus Christ, our God, will
give elevation to our lives, and dignity to
our actions attainable from no other
source. If we hallow His Name, we shall
do His will, and Earth will become a fore-
taste of Heaven.

THE WORSHIPPER WILL RESEMBLE HIS
GOD IN FATE.

We may observe that it is only of God’s
people that Micah, in our text, applies the
words, “Forever and ever.” “The peoples
worship” perishes. They walk for a time in
the name of their god, but what comes of it
at last is veiled in silence. It's the Lord’s
worshippers who walk in His Name for
ever and ever, and of whom the great words
are true, “Because | live, ye shall live also.”

We may be sure of this, that all the Di-
vine attributes are pledged for our immor-
tality. We may be sure, too, that a soul
which here follows in the footsteps of the
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Lord Jesus Christ, which in its earthly life
walked in the Name of the Lord its God, will
continue across the narrow bridge, and go
onward, forever and ever, in direct progress
in the same direction in which it began on
Earth.

The imitation which is the practical
Christianity of every Christian, has for its
only possible result the climax of like-
ness. The partial likeness is obtained on
Earth by contemplation, by aspiration, and by
faith, but it is perfected in the heavens by the

be safe, and to walk in the Name of the Lord,
is to walk in a way ‘that shall be called the
way of holiness. whereon no ravenous peast

shall go _up, but the redeemed shall walk
there.” And all that are on it, “shall come with

: lasting iov shal |

upon their heads.”

As God goes, so go you. WHICH GOD
ARE YOU FOLLOWING?

B i I
Lord God.” “No_man_has seen_God _at _any.
time, the only begotten Son of God, He hath

perfect vision of His perfect face. “We_shall
i . f hal . He is.”

Not till it has reached its goal can the
Christian life, begun here, be conceived as
ended. It shall never be said of any one who
tried by God’s help to walk “in_the Name of
the Lord.” that he was lost in the desert, and
never reached journey’'s end. The peoples
who walk in the name of any false god
will find their path ending as on the edge
of a precipice, or in an unfathomable bog,
loss, and woe, and shame will be their por-
tion.

But the Name of the Lord is a “strong
tower” into which whoever will may run and
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ther but by Me, | am the way, the Truth and
the life.” “There is no other Name under
Heaven given unto men whereby we must be

saved.” “Whosoever shall call upon the Name

of the Lord shall be saved.”

When you pray, WHICH GOD ANSWERS
YOu?
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