
CHRIST’S SUMMARY OF HIS WORK

Verse 26, “I have declared unto them Thy
Name, and will declare it, that the love where-
with Thou hast loved Me may be in them, and
I in them.”

This is the solemn and calm close of Christ’s
High Priestly Lord’s prayer, the very last

words that He spoke before Gethsemane and
His passion. In it He sums up both the purpose
of His life and the petitions of His prayer, and
presents the perfect fulfillment of the former as
the ground on which He asks the fulfillment of
the latter.

There is a singular correspondence and
contrast between these words to God and the
last words to the disciples, which immediately
preceded them. These were, “In the world ye
shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I
have overcome the world.”

In both He sums up His life. In both He is
unconscious of flaw, imperfection or limitation.
In both He shares His own possessions among
His followers. But His words to men carry a
trace of His own conflict and a foreboding of
theirs. For Him life had been, and for them it
was to be, tribulation and a battle, and the
highest thing that He could promise them
was victory won by conflict.  But from the se-
rene elevation of the Lord’s prayer all such
thoughts disappear. Unbroken calm lies over it.
His life has been one continual manifestation of
the Name of God, and the portion that He
promises to His followers is not victory won
by strife, but the participation with Himself
in the love of God. Love wins the conflict.

Both views are true, true to His experience,
true to ours. The difference between them lies
in the elevation of the beholder’s eye. Often a
sorrow looked at from within, His life was an
unbroken abiding in the love of God, and a
continual impartation of the Name of God. Our
lives may be an ever growing knowledge of
God, leading to and being a fuller and fuller pos-
session of His love, and of a present Christ.
So let us consider and concentrate on the
words of our Lord as He sums up His work

and His aims, and His statement of what we
may hope to attain, and the faith by which we
may attain it.

FIRST WE NOTE THE BACKWARD LOOK
OF THE REVEALING OF THE SON. “I have
declared Thy Name.” The first thing that strikes
us about these words is their boldness. Remem-
ber that they are spoken in “the Lord’s prayer
to God the Father,” at the close of a life the
heights and depths of which they sum up.

They are an appeal to God the Father’s
righteous judgment of the whole character of
His career. Do they breathe the tone that we
might expect? Surely the prophet or teacher
who has most earnestly tried to make Himself
a mirror without spot to darken and without
dint to distort the Divine ray, will be the first to
feel, as He looks back, the imperfections of
His repetition of His message?

But Jesus Christ, when He looks back
over His life, has no flaw, limitation, incom-
pleteness, to record or to confess.  As always
so here, He is absolutely unconscious of any-
thing in the nature of weakness, error or sin.
As when He looked back upon His life as a
conflict, He had no defeats to remember with
shame. So here, when He looks upon it as the
revelation of God the Father, He feels that
everything which He has received of the
Father He has made known unto men.  “It is
finished.”

The strange thing is that we admit the
claim, and have become so accustomed to re-
gard it as being perfectly legitimate that we for-
get how enormous it is. He takes an attitude
here, which in any other man would be repul-
sive, but in Him is supremely natural. We criti-
cize other people. We outgrow our teachings.
We see where their doctrines have deviated
from Truth by excess or defect, or disproportion,
but when He says, “I HAVE DECLARED THY
NAME,” we feel that He says nothing more than
the simple facts of His life vindicate and confirm.

Not less remarkable is the implication in
these words, not only of the completeness of
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His message but of the fullness of His know-
ledge of God the Father, and its entirely un-
derived nature. So He claims for Himself an al-
together special and unique position here. He
has learned the Father from none. He teaches
God to all.  “That was the true light which
lighteth every man that cometh into the world.”

Looking a little more closely at these words
before us, we have here Christ’s own account
of His whole life. The meaning of it all is the
revelation of the mind of God.  Not by words,
of course, not by words only, but far more by
deeds. And I would have you ask yourselves
this question, if the deeds of a man are a decla-
ration of the Name of God, what sort of a man
is He who thus declares Him?

Must we not feel that if these words, or
anything like them, really came from the lips
of Jesus Christ, we are here in the presence
of something other than a holy life of a simple
humanity, which might help men to climb to the
apprehension of a God who was perfect love.
And that when He says, “He that hath seen Me
hath seen the Father,” we stand before “God
manifest in the flesh.”

What is the Name of God which the reveal-
ing Son declares? Not the mere syllables by
which we call Him, but the manifested char-
acter of the Father.  That one Name, in the
narrower sense of the word, carries the whole
revelation that Jesus Christ has to make, for it
speaks of tenderness, of kindred, of paternal
care, of the transmission of a nature, of the
embrace of the Divine love. And it delivers
men  from all their creeping dreads, from all
their dark peradventures, from all their stinging
fears, from all the paralyzing uncertainties
which like clouds, always misty and often thun-
der bearing, have shut out the sight of the Di-
vine face.

If this Christ, in His weakness and human-
ity, with compassion welling up from His eyes,
and making music of His voice, with swift help
streaming from His finger tips to every pain and
weariness, and the gracious righteousness that
drew little children and did not repel publicans
and harlots, is our best image of God the Fa-
ther, then love is the center of Divinity, and all
the rest that we call God is but circumference

and fringe of that central brightness. He had
declared God’s Name, God’s character, His last
best Name of love. That Name is only de-
clared by His Son.

There is no need to deny the presence of
manifold other precious sources in men’s ex-
perience and lives from which something may
be inferred of what God truly is. But all these,
rich and manifold as they are, fall into noth-
ingness before the life of the Lord Jesus
Christ, considered as the making visible of
God. For all the rest are partial and incom-
plete.  “The only begotten Son hath revealed
Him.”

At sundry times and in diverse manners
God flung forth syllables of the Name, and
fragments of that mighty voice came rolling
down the wind. But in Jesus Christ was the
whole Name, in all its syllables is spoken. Other
sources of knowledge are ambiguous, and
need the interpretation of Christ’s life and cross
ere they can be construed into a harmonious
whole. Life, nature, our inmost being, history,
all these sources speak with two voices, and
it is only when we hear the deep note that un-
derlies them in the Word of Christ that their
discord becomes a harmony.

Other sources are lacking in authority.
They come at the most with a “maybe.” He
comes with “ Verily, verily.” Other sources
speak to the understanding, or the con-
science, or to fear. Christ speaks to the
soul. Other sources leave the man who ac-
cepts them unaffected. Christ’s message
penetrates to the transforming and assimi-
lation of the whole being.

So for all generations and for this genera-
tion most of all, the plain alternative lies be-
tween the declaration of the Name of God
the Father in Jesus Christ and a godless
and orphan world . Modern thought will make
short work of all other sources of certitude
about the character of God, and will leave men
alone in the dark. Christ, the historical fact of
the life and death of Jesus Christ, is the sole
surviving source of certitude , which is
blessedness, as to whether there is a God, and
what sort of a God He is. “No man comes unto
the Father but by Me.”
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Secondly, note here THAT STRANGE
FORWARD LOOK OF THE DYING MAN. “I
have declared Thy Name and WILL DECLARE
IT.” That was said within 48 hours of the cross,
which if He had been a simple human teacher
and martyr, would have ended all His activity
in the world. But here He is not merely sum-
ming up His life, and laying it aside, writing the
last sentence, as it were, which gathers up the
whole of the completed book, but He is clos-
ing the first volume, and in the act of doing
so, He stretches out His hand to open the
second.

“I will declare it.” When? How? Did not
earthly life, then, put a stop to this Teacher’s
activity? Was there still prophetic function to
be done after death had sealed His lips? Cer-
tainly. That anticipation, which at once differenti-
ates Him from all the brood of merely human
teachers and prophets, even the highest, does
indeed include as future, at the moment when
He speaks, the swiftly coming and close cross.
But it goes beyond it.

How much of Christendom’s knowledge of
God depended upon the passion, on the thres-
hold of which Christ was standing? He hanging
on the cross in weakness, and dying there
amidst the darkness that overspread the land,
is a strange Revealer of the omnipotent, in-
finite, ever-blessed God.  But oh if we strike
Gethsemane and Calvary out of Christ’s mani-
festation of God the Father. How infinitely
poorer we are and the world.

“God commendeth,” established, literally,
“His love toward us in that while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us.” So as we turn our-
selves to the little knoll outside the gate, where
the Nazarene Carpenter hangs faint and dying,
we in wonder of wonders, and yet certainty of
certainties, have to say, “Lo, this is our God.
We have waited for Him.”  But that future
revelation extends beyond the cross, and in-
cludes resurrection, ascension, Pentecost, and
the whole history of the Church, right onwards
through the ages. The difference between the
two volumes of revelation, that which includes
the work of Christ upon the Earth, and that
which includes His revelation from the heavens,
is this, that the first volume contains His in-

terpretation and application of the facts in
the undertakings and hearts of His people.

We have no more facts from which to con-
strue God than these which belong to the
earthly life of Jesus Christ, and we never shall
have, here at all events. But while the first vol-
ume to the bottom of the last page is finished
and tolerates and needs no additions, day by
day, moment by moment, epoch by epoch,
Christ is bringing His people to a fuller un-
derstanding of the significance of the first
volume, and writing the second more and
more upon their minds.

So we have an ever living Christ, still the
active Teacher of His Church. Times of unset-
tlement and revolutionary change and the
“shaking of the things that are made,” like
the times in which we live, are but lessons
from the old book to the slow scholars.
There is always a little confusion in the school-
room when the classes are being rearranged
and new books are being put into old hands.

The tributary stream, as it rushes in, makes
broken water for a moment. So don’t let us be
afraid when, “The things that can be shaken”
shake, but let us see in the shaking the atten-
dant of a new curriculum, on which the great
Teacher is launching His scholars and let us
learn the new lessons of the old Gospel which
He is then teaching.

Thirdly, note the PARTICIPATION IN THE
FATHER’S LOVE WHICH IS THE ISSUE OF
THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FATHER’S NAME.
Christ says that His end, and end which is
surely attained in the declaration of the Divine
Name, is that “The love wherewith Thou hast
loved Me may be in them.” We are there
touching upon heights too dizzy for free
and safe walking, on glories too bright for
close and steady gaze. But where Christ
has spoken, we may reverently follow.

Mark then that marvelous thought of the
identity between the love which was His and
the love which is ours. “From everlasting,” that
Divine love lay on the eternal Word which is
the beginning, before the beginning of crea-
tures, “was with God, and was God.” The
deepest conception that we can form of the Di-
vine nature is of a Being who in Himself car-
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ries the subject and the object of an eternal
love, which, we speak of is the deep emblem
of “the Word,” and the God with whom He
eternally was. “Was with God, and was God.”

That love lay upon Christ, without limita-
tion, without reservation, without interrup-
tion, finding nothing there from which it re-
coiled, and nothing there which did not re-
spond to it.  No mist, no thunderstorm, ever
broke that sunshine, no tempest ever swept
across that calm. Continuous, full, perfect,
was the love that knit the Father to the Son.
And continuous, full and perfect was the con-
sciousness of abiding in that love, which lay like
light upon the Spirit of Him that said, “I delight to
do Thy will.” “The Father hath not left Me alone.”

All that love Christ gives to us as deep,
as continuous, as unreserved.  Our con-
sciousness of God’s love is meant by Christ
to be like His own. Now that should be our ex-
perience as Christians. The sun always shines
on the rainless land of Egypt, except for a
month or two in the year. The contrast between
the unclouded blue and continuous light and
heat there, and our murky skies and humid at-
mosphere, is like the contrast between our bro-
ken and feeble consciousness of the shining
of the Divine love and the uninterrupted glory
of light and joy of communion which poured
on Christ’s mind. But it is possible for us inde-
finitely to approximate to such an experience,
and the way by which we reach it is that plain
and simple one of accepting Christ’s decla-
ration of the Father’s Name.

Fourthly, and lastly, notice THE INDWELL-
ING CHRIST WHO MAKES OUR PARTICIPA-
TION IN THE DIVINE LOVE POSSIBLE. “And
I in them.” One may well say, how can it be
that love should be transferred? How can it be
that the love of God be in me shall be iden-
tical with the love of God in Christ?  There is
only one answer. If Christ dwells in me, then
God’s love to Him falls upon me by no trans-
ference but by my incorporation into Him.
And I would urge that this great Truth of the
actual indwelling of Christ in the soul is no more
a piece of historical exaggeration, nor a wild
and enthusiastic way of putting the fact that the
influence of His teaching and the beauty of His

example can sway us, but it is plain and ab-
solute Truth that the Divine Christ can come
into and abide in the narrow room of our
poor souls . And if He does, then “He that is
joined to the Lord is one spirit,” and the Christ
in me receives the sunshine of the Divine love.
That does not destroy, but heightens my in-
dividuality. I am more and not less myself
because, “I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.”

So it all comes to this, we may each of us,
if we will, have Jesus Christ for Guest and In-
habitant in our souls. If we have, then, since
God loves Him, He must love me who has
Him within me, and as long as God loves
Christ, He cannot cease to love me. Nor
can I cease to be conscious of His love to
me. And whatsoever gifts His love bestows
upon Jesus Christ, pass over in measure, and
partially, to myself.

Thus immortality, heaven, glory, all
blessedness in Heaven and Earth, are the
fruit and crystallization, so to speak, of that
oneness with Christ which is possible in us.
The conditions are simply that we shall with
joyful trust accept His declaration of the
Father’s Name, and see God manifested in
Him, and welcome in our inmost souls that
great Gospel.  Then the Lord’s prayer for us,
and the travail of His soul, will reach their end
even in me. And “the love wherewith the Father
loves the Son shall be in me.” And the Son
Himself shall dwell in my soul.

The Lord’s prayer is where Jesus Christ
prayed for you, not the so-called “Lord’s
prayer,” which is really teaching the disciples
how to pray. This is not our prayer. This is the
Lord’s prayer for us and it has been fulfilled. No
wonder the world does not know or cannot
memorize the real Lord’s prayer, where He pe-
titioned the Father for us AND WAS HEARD.

Do you realize that Christ prayed for you?

Do you know what His prayer is for you?

The Lord’s prayer is for those who are
the Lord’s!!!

Buddy Dano, Pastor

Anderson Bible Church
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