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When the plain sense of Scripture makes 
common sense, make no other sense, 
therefore take every word at its ordinary, 
usual, literal meaning, unless the facts of 
the immediate context studied in the light 
of related passages and axiomatic and 
fundamental truths indicates clearly 
otherwise.  

D. L. Cooper



The literalist (so called) is not one who 
denies that figurative language, that 
symbols, are used in prophecy nor does 
he deny that great spiritual truths are set 
forth therein; his position is, simply, that 
the prophecies are to be normally 
interpreted (i.e., according to the 
received laws of language) as any other 
utterances are interpreted—that which is 
manifestly figurative being so regarded.

(Lange, Commentary on Revelation)



If God created man in His own rational image 
and endowed him with the power of speech, 
then a purpose of language, in fact the chief 
purpose of language, would naturally be the 
revelation of truth to man and the prayers of 
man to God. In a theistic philosophy one ought 
not to say that all language has been devised 
in order to describe and discuss the finite 
objects of our sense-experience. On the 
contrary, language was devised by God, that 
is, God created man rational for the purpose of 
theological expression.  

Gordon H. Clark


