
HermeneuticsHermeneutics:

Greek: hermeneuo, derived from the Greek 
God Hermes, the messenger or interpreter of 
the gods.

“to bring someone to an understanding of 
something; to explain, to make clear or 
intelligible”

The science and art of interpreting the Bible.



Hermeneutics, therefore, is both a science 
and an art. As a science, it enunciates 
principles, investigates the laws of thought 
and language, and classifies its facts and 
results. As an art, it teaches what application 
these principles should have, and establishes 
their soundness by showing their practical 
value in the elucidation of the more difficult 
Scriptures. The hermeneutical art thus 
cultivates and establishes a valid exegetical 
procedure.

Milton Terry, Biblical Hermeneutics



When the plain sense of Scripture makes 
common sense, make no other sense, 
therefore take every word at its ordinary, 
usual, literal meaning, unless the facts of 
the immediate context studied in the light 
of related passages and axiomatic and 
fundamental truths indicates clearly 
otherwise.  

D. L. Cooper



The literalist (so called) is not one who 
denies that figurative language, that 
symbols, are used in prophecy nor does 
he deny that great spiritual truths are set 
forth therein; his position is, simply, that 
the prophecies are to be normally 
interpreted (i.e., according to the 
received laws of language) as any other 
utterances are interpreted—that which is 
manifestly figurative being so regarded.

(Lange, Commentary on Revelation)



If God created man in His own rational image 
and endowed him with the power of speech, 
then a purpose of language, in fact the chief 
purpose of language, would naturally be the 
revelation of truth to man and the prayers of 
man to God. In a theistic philosophy one ought 
not to say that all language has been devised 
in order to describe and discuss the finite 
objects of our sense-experience... On the 
contrary, language was devised by God, that 
is, God created man rational for the purpose of 
theological expression.  

Gordon C. Clark



Now we must frankly admit that a literal 
interpretation of the Old Testament 
prophecies gives us just such a picture 
of an earthly reign of the Messiah as the 
premillennialist pictures. That was the 
kind of Messianic kingdom that the Jews 
of the time of Christ were looking for, on 
the basis of a literal kingdom 
interpretation of the Old Testament 
promises.  

Floyd Hamilton



I claim that there is sound, solid, grammatical-
historical ground for interpreting 
eschatological fulfillments of prophecy on a 
different basis than pre-eschatological 
fulfillments... It is therefore a move away from 
grammatical-historical interpretation to insist 
that (say) the “house of Israel” and the “house 
of Judah” of Jeremiah 31:31 must with 
dogmatic certainty be interpreted in the most 
prosaic biological sense, a sense that an 
Israelite might be likely to apply as a rule of 
thumb in short-term prediction.  

Amill. Vern Poythress



One of the most marked features of 
premillennialism in all its forms is the 
emphasis which it places on the literal 
interpretation of Scripture. It is the insistent 
claims of its advocates that only when 
interpreted literally is the Bible interpreted 
truly; and they denounce as “spiritualizers” or 
“allegorizers” those who do not interpret the 
Bible with the same degree of literalness as 
they do. None have made this charge more 
pointedly than the dispensationalists.

Oswald T. Allis



“The Old Testament prophecies if literally 
interpreted cannot be regarded as having been 
yet fulfilled or as being capable of fulfillment in 
this present age.”

O. T. Allis



Is. 65:25, “‘The wolf and the lamb shall 
graze together, and the lion shall eat 
straw like the ox; and dust shall be the 
serpent’s food. They shall do no evil or 
harm in all My holy mountain,’ says the 
LORD.”



Is. 65:11, “But you who forsake the 
LORD, who forget My holy mountain, 
who set a table for fortune, and who fill 
cups with mixed wine for destiny,”



Is. 65:18, “But be glad and rejoice forever 
in what I create; For behold, I create 
Jerusalem for rejoicing, and her people 
for gladness.”


