
ELIJAH REVIEW

1.   How did Israel get into this mess?

The syncretism of Solomon

The arrogance of the people







“The natural progress of 
things is for liberty to yield 
and government to gain 
ground.”
        
                                           
–Thomas Jefferson



“We have no government armed with power capable of 
contending with human passions unbridled by morality 
and religion. Avarice, ambition, revenge, or gallantry, 
would break the strongest cords of our Constitution as 
a whale goes through a net.

Our Constitution was made 
only for a moral and 
religious people. It is wholly 
inadequate to the 
government of any other.”
    

      –John Adams
                    11 Oct, 1798



We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 
pursuit of Happiness.—

That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among 
Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, 
—That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive 
of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, 
and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such 
principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall 
seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. ...

Declaration of Independence, 1776
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Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established 
should not be changed for light and transient causes; and 
accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more 
disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right 
themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. 
But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing 
invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under 
absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off 
such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future 
security.

Declaration of Independence, 1776

10





SMORGASBORD RELIGION

Syncretism: The attempt to assimilate differing 
or opposite doctrines and practices, especially 
between philosophical and religious systems, 
resulting in a new system altogether in which 
the fundamental structure and tenets of each 
have been changed. Syncretism of the gospel 
occurs when its essential character is 
confused with elements from the culture. In 
syncretism the gospel is lost as the church 
simply confirms what is already present in the 
culture.



In syncretism, the ethics that produce the 
virtue and integrity needed to preserve a 
righteous government and honest business are 
destroyed. 

The result is that nothing is left to restrain the 
lust patterns of the soul–power, money, sex, 
fame–which then increase their tyranny over 
the nation’s leaders, and consequently the 
nation.



The second stage in the slide to tyranny 
occurred in the time of Jeroboam I–the 
alternate god.
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