
AUTHORITY IN THE BIBLE



1. God the Son is to submit to the authority of 
God the Father, 1 Cor 15:28; John 5:19–30

1 Cor. 15:28, “Now when all things are made 
subject to Him, then the Son Himself will also 
be subject to Him who put all things under Him, 
that God may be all in all.”



2.  Angels are to be subject to Christ, 1 Pet 3:22

1 Pet. 3:22, “who has gone into heaven and is 
at the right hand of God, angels and authorities 
and powers having been made subject to Him.”



3. Every church age believer is to submit to the 
authority of Christ, Eph 5:24

Eph. 5:24, “Therefore, just as the church is 
subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their 
own husbands in everything.”



4. Servants are to submit to the masters, slaves 
to their owners, 1 Pet. 2:18; Eph 6:5

1 Pet. 2:18, “Servants, be submissive to your 
masters with all fear, not only to the good and 
gentle, but also to the harsh.”



5. Wives are to submit to their husbands, 
Col. 3:18; Eph 5:22

Col. 3:18, “Wives, submit to your own 
husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.”



6. Children are to submit to their parents, 
1 Tim. 3:4; Eph 6:1

Eph. 6:1, “Children, obey your parents in the 
Lord, for this is right.”



7. The young are to submit to their elders, 
1 Pet 5:5

1 Pet. 5:5, ‘Likewise you younger people, 
submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of 
you be submissive to one another, and be 
clothed with humility, for ‘God resists the 
proud, but gives grace to the humble.’”



8. Church members are to submit to their 
leaders, Heb 13:7, 17

Heb. 13:7, “Remember those who rule over you, who 
have spoken the word of God to you, whose faith 
follow, considering the outcome of their conduct. 

Heb. 13:17, “Obey those who rule over you, and be 
submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as 
those who must give account. Let them do so with 
joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable 
for you.”



SUMMARY POINTS

1. Authority is not part of the created order but part of the 
makeup of the Triune Godhead.

2. Authority is necessary for any social group, organization, or 
order to function.

3. At the very center of all authority is God who is the source of 
all authority.

4. Authority was the ultimate issue in the angelic conflict, so 
authority becomes the ultimate issue in the believer’s 
spiritual life. Not just the authority of God, but response to 
other authorities which God has established.
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